
in December, ho avy welcomed an enthusiastic trio of skilled Czech 
natural builders Zdenek, Petr and Jirka, who are professionals in stove 
construction. Under their leadership, ho avy has built the first efficient 
wood burning stove using locally available clay, red sand, rice straw and 
zebo dung. The stove was quickly adopted  by the villagers and recently 
they’ve built a simpler version at their seasonal home in the rice fields.  
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1. teaming up in Ranobe again
ho avy launched a new season for conserving and restoring the unique Spiny Forest in southwestern 

Madagascar on October, 24th 2009 by joining the global climate change movement 350.org. Our Malagasy 
partners, the community association FIMPAHARA took spontaneous action to plant 350 seeds of 13 native 
tree species. Additionally, they transplanted 446 saplings of 18 native species to an abandoned crop field as 
part of an agroforestry - reforestation scheme. 

FIMPAHARA has a newly designed logo (see above), courtesy of Anne Phillips and Noel Bielaczyc. The 
logo printed on organic cotton T-shirts donated by Rahul Gondalia and Jim Le Moin has mobilized a great 
feeling of unity within FIMPAHARA to be a ‘model’ community organization. Our pilot nursery beams with 
spectacular wildlife including a pair of nesting hamerkops (�6�F�R�S�X�V���X�P�E�U�H�W�W�Dssp. �E�D�Q�Q�H�U�P�D�Q�Q�L) who built a 
domed nest and raised two chicks in the nursery; what a wonderful start to the season! And ho avy has been 
busy since…
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2. from 350 to 3500

the 350 nursery was a good start but in less than two months ho avy has established a new nursery raising 
our total to 3500 new pots of more than 50 native species (photo left). Another several thousands seeds, 
totaling 75 native species are being continuously planted; the seeds were collected by FIMPAHARA during a 
seed harvest competition and ho avy will keep planting at our third, new nursery, constructed thanks to the 
support of Naturefund. 

Last May FIMPAHARA initiated talks with WWF to develop a community conservation, ecological restoration 
and agroforestry monitoring site on 80 ha of forest and adjacent agriculture fields. This area has now been 
expanded to 520 ha. FIMPAHARA and ho avy co-manage this land with WWF, as part of the national 
management plan for the Ranobe Protected Area. 

in late October, ho avy hosted two 
engineering students Merry and Brett from the 
University of Michigan who analyzed the 
feasibility and future micro-financing options of 
methane biogas digesters in SW Madagascar. 
Now, a month later ho avy is pleased to 
welcome a Czech engineer Ondra, who with the 
help of the Ranobe community installed the first 
digester. Methane biogas is made from cow 
dung and water and will directly contribute to 
reducing deforestation and health risks (mostly in 
women and children) from breathing smoke 
while cooking. 

no need to burn wood or breath smoke with  �P�H�W�K�D�Q�H�E�L�R�J�D�V��
�G�L�J�H�V�W�H�U�V��������

see more photos @ http://picasaweb.google.com/martina.petru/FinalPicasaNewYear#



ho avy wishes to express the most sincere thanks to all 
supporters, from private donors to foundations and 
enthusiastic collaborators working hard to continuously 
raise funds, network and identify future partnerships. 
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7. thank you for supporting the future growth of ho avy!

6. forest conservation through education: designing a reforestation center

jointly with FIMPAHARA, ho avy strives towards forest conservation and 
restoration through capacity building, i.e. providing technical skills and 
assistance in rural development. We are in the process of developing a center 
that will be set within a rural Malagasy village, adjacent to an extremely unique 
wetland and forest ecosystems which harbor extraordinary biological diversity. 
Three native tree nurseries, reforestation and agroforestry sites are all part of 
the center’s integrated design. FIMPAHARA is currently participating in the
planning and will help construct the center within the next month. Many thanks 
to those who have supported the centers establishment via the Global Giving 
fund drive, we have foundational materials on it’s way to Ranobe!!!

for Christmas in Ranobe we 
received a heavy rain and hail 
storm just as we were completing 
our new well and preparing the 
fields. This much needed moisture 
came just in time to plant potatoes 
- for the first time in Ranobe! 
FIMPAHARA women in their best 
dresses took to the fields, expressing 
cheerfully: ‘Ampela mamboly 
pomme de terre!’ (‘Women are 
planting potatoes!’). Potatoes are 
a crop that has the potential to 
open new micro-economic 
opportunities to the community.

a new well will provide access to clean drinking water for villagers and visiting researchers coming to Ranobe. The well was designed by 
Czech visitors in early December.  The well uses a simple yet efficient filtering system of several layers of locally available materials: rocks, 
gravel, sand and charcoal. Joint efforts made the well happen: the villagers have been fully engaged in all steps of the construction.

new yearôs crops

the Ranobe community works step by step with ho avy to conserve the forest while improving living standards by creating local 
solutions: recycling dishwashing water into home gardens, planting and eating nutritious leaves, flowers and young fruits of �0�R�U�L�Q�J�D��
�R�O�H�L�I�H�U�D, biomass waste recycling and continual compost making, mulching, installing sunken vegetable beds at the lake edge, building 
and using composting toilets…. and the list will go on…. 

5. further steps towards sustainability
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4.safer water

We wish everybody a happy and uplifting new year, 
working towards a viable future. 

two of our Malagasy staff Clement and 
Claude have completed a local training 
put on by GTZ (GTZ.de) and a 
Malagasy/French organization Sokapila 
(sokapila.org) on how to promote an 
environmental education curriculum in 
rural schools. Ho avy’s team will conduct 
further training in two rural schools, 
among 11 teachers, reaching up to at 
least 200 children beginning in February 
2010. 

environmental education in action


